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Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

That is s.Size of the Russian Federation equals roughly
two tinmes that of the continental United States

Denogr aphic statistics applicable to the Russian

Feder ati on

I nternational disputes currently taking place affecting
t he Russi an Federation

ldentify

Russi an aut hors: |saac Babel, M khail Bul gakov, Abraham
Cahan, Anton Chekhov, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Nikolai Gogol,
Maki sm Gor ky, N kol ai Karanzin, M khail Lernontov, Boris
Past er nak, Al eksandr Pushkin, M khail Lonobnosov, Osip
Mandel shtam VI adi mr Mayakovsky, M adi mr Nabokov,

Mari na Tsvetaeva, |van Turgenev

Russian musicial artists: Sergei D aghilev (pronoter),

| gor Stravinsky, Pyotr Tchai kovsky

Russi an visual and performng artists: Marc Chagall,
Sergi e Eisenstein, Wasily Kandi nsky, Konstantin

St ani sl avsky, Vaslaw Niji nsky

Russian mlitary figures: |Ivan Konev, Konstantin
Rokossovskii, Leon Trotsky, M khail Tukhachevsky,

Al eksandr Vasilevskii, CGeorgii Zhukov

Realize

Resources available for the study of the Russian
Federation--history, mlitary topics, biography,
literature, religion, art, nusic and foods
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Popul ati on 149, 909, 089
% under 15 years 22%
Communi cati on
TV 1:2. 7
Radi o 1:3
Phone 1:6
Newspaper 267: 1000
Heal t h
Li fe Expectancy 56.5 M 70FM
Hospital s 1: 80
Doctors 1: 255
| MR 24:1000
| ncone $5, 300
Literacy Rate 98%
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Thi s Russian Federation Country Area Study follows the
format of other Country Area Studies in the Culture of the East
Asi an/ Arab/ Central --South Central Europe World series. It is in
outline form Readers are encouraged to see specific units
within this text (Culture of the Russian Federation Wrld) for
further information.

1. Religious Groups (For further information, see Units 3a,
Russi an Orthodox Religious Hi story, 3b Non-Russian Othodox
Rel i gi ous Hi story, 4a Foundational Beliefs--Judaism 4b

Foundati onal Beliefs--Russian Othodox, and 4c Foundati onal
Beliefs--1slam)

a. Russian Orthodox
b. Muslim

c. Other (Buddhist, Jewish, Catholic, Protestant,
i ndi genous faiths)

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups (see unit 7: Ethnic G oups)

a. Russian (81.5%)
b. Tartar (3.8%)
c. Ukrainian (3%)

d. Chuvash (1.2%)
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e. Bashkiro (0.9%)
f. Byelorussian (0.8%)
g. Moldavian (0.7%)

h. Other (8.1%)

3. Gender Issues (See Unit 10: Gender |ssues)

4. Conflicts “international di sputes: inherited
di sputes fromfornmer USSR, including sections of

t he boundary with China, islands of Etorofu,
Kunashiri, and Shi kotan and the Habonai group
occupi ed by the Soviet Union in 1945, adm nistered
by Russia, clainmed by Japan; maritinme dispute with
Norway over portion of the Barents Sea; Caspian
Sea boundaries are not yet determ ned; potenti al

di spute with Ukraine over Abrene section of the
border ceded by the Latvian Soviet Socialist
Republic to Russia in 1944; has nmade no
territorial claimin Antarctica (but has reserved
the right to do so) and does not recogni ze the
clainms of any other nation” (Cl A Fact Book, 1997).

5. Holidays and Observances (see unit 5: Holidays and
Cbservances)

6. CUStOMS (See Unit 6: Gestures and Taboos)

7. Cultural Literacy Concept/Terms The following terns,
adapted from The Dictionary of G obal Culture, (edited by Kwane
Appi ah and Henry Gates, Jr., NY: Alfred Knopf, 1997) and
Brassey’s Encyclopedia of MIitary H story and Bi ography, (edited
by Franklin Margiotta, Brassey's, 1994) apply to the Russian
Federation. See these valuable dictionaries for further

i nformation.
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a. Babel, Isaac [Emanuil ovich] (BAHbyil, 1894-1941)

Pl aywri ght and short-story witer

W ot e under the patronage and advi ce of Maxi m Gorky,
publ i shed Odesski e rasskazy (1931; The (Odessa 1857 Tal es)

As a product of his experience in the
Russian C vil War, subsequent to the

Bol shevi k Revolution in 1917, wote Red
Cal vary portraying the vivid inpressions
and intense enotions of the Russian Cvil
War

Victimof the Stalin regime, arrested in
1939, exiled to Siberia, and died shortly
after

b. Babi Yar

One of the nost significant sites of Nazi persecution
during World War 11

Ravine at the northwest extrene of the city of Kiev

Sonme 130, 000 prisoners were stripped and indiscrimnately
mur dered: including Jew sh peoples primarily, and

Sovi ets, Ukrainian nationalists, and Gypsies

c. Bulgakov, Mikhail [Afanasievich] (buhl - GAH kahf, 1891-
1940)

One of the great literary talents of Russia

Pl agued wi th Conmuni st censorship and prohibition, wote
and produced play after play

Undertaking a position at the Moscow Art Theater, and
whi | e beneath the Soviet eye, wote such controversi al

pl ays as Kabal a svyatosh (1930), Moliere, or Cabal of
Hypocrites and Batum (1939)

Most prolific work is the novel Master i Margarita (The
Master and Margarita).

d. Cahan, Abraham (kaH hahn, 1860-1951)

Recogni zed a need anong t he Russian-Jew sh imm grants of
the United States and assisted in the publication of the
Jewi sh Daily Forward, a Yiddish socialist newspaper
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QG her major works are: Inported Bridegroom The Rise of
Davi d Levi nsky, and The Wiite Terror and the Red.

e. Catherine the Great (1729-1796)

Rul ed from 1762 to 1796

During her reign, serfdom and
peasant m sery increased but

nati onal borders increased al so.

Al t hough Gernman, Catherine
conpletely identified herself with
t he Russi an peopl e.

f. Chagall, Marc (shah-gahl, 1889-1985)

Surrealistic painter of Russian Jew sh descent

After being apprenticed under Leon Bakst in St.

Pet ersburg in 1907, adopted Cubist principles
Illustrated Mertvye dushi (Dead Soul s) by N kol ai Gogol
and Fabl es choi sies (Fables) by Jean de La Fontai ne
Later works include: the ceiling of the Paris Opera and
the Lincoln Center nmurals in New York City

g. Chekhov, Anton [Pavlovich] (cHAY-kahf,
1860- 1904)

Wil e a nmedi cal student, supported hinself financially by
writing

Contributed to the | ocal papers and journals, offering

wi tty anecdotes, com cal sketches, and jokes

St. Petersburg paper enployed himto wite, sponsoring
his stories and satirical prose

Credited with a mastery of the short-story form which he
used to expose the sorrow of human isolation

Wor ks include: “The Steppe” and “A Dreary Story”
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h. Cossack (Kos- ak)

A nane derived fromthe Turkic | anguage, kazak, neaning
“free man”

Oiginally, title attributed to people who w thdrew from
society and settled renpote inlands of the Black and
Caspi an Seas

Later given to Ukrainian and Russi an peasants in flight
from Pol and, Lithuania, and from Miuscovy to the Don and
Dnei per ( NEE-pahr) regions

To gai n autonony and i ndependence for
t hensel ves, Polish kings in the 16th
century forned these warriors into
mlitary aggregates for the purpose of
def endi ng Pol i sh borders

Cossacks signed a pact with the Russian
enpire to protect the borders and quel
revolts

Gradually losing their independence,

t he proud Cossacks have alnost fully
assim | ated

I. Diaghilev, Sergei [Pavolivch] (DYAHG yi | -yif, 1872-1929)

Key pronoter of the arts

Publ i shed a journal, Mriskusstva (Wrld of Art) in 1899,
pronmoting the works of his acquai ntances from St.

Pet er sburg

Moving to France, Diaghilev assisted the Ballets Russes
dance conpany in Paris.

Col | aborated with many significant conposers: |gor
Stravi nsky, Serge Prokofiev, C aude Debussy, and Richard
Strauss.
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j. Dostoevsky, Fyodor [Mikhailovich] (dahs-
t ah- YAYF- skee, 1821-1881)

Native of Moscow who studied in St.
Petersburg at the MIlitary Engi neering
School

Joined the arny for one year but |eft

i n contenpt

Transl ated French authors and wrote novels and short
stories

Expl ored the forbidden texts of sociology, which cane
nostly from French theorists

Label ed a dissident and inprisoned

Sent to a labor canp in Siberia, served four years

Spent six years in a return enlistnent with the arny, and
returned to St. Petersburg where he published his final
and greatest works: Prestuplenie i nakazanie (Crine and
Puni shnent) and Bratia Karamazovy (The Brothers

Kar anazov)

k. Eisenstein, Sergei [Mikhailovich] (1z-ehn-stin, 1898-1948)

First anong internationally recognized filmmakers from
t he Sovi et Union

Used i nagery as a catalyst to draw upon the enotions of
t he audi ence

Fi | m Bronenosets Potenkin (The

Battl eship Potenkin) is the first
internationally, critically acclai ned
filmfromthe Soviet Union honored by
the world ci nema community.

Later productions, |ike Romance
sentinentale (The Silver Lining),

bl ended i mage and nusi c.

Final work focused on the biography of Ivan the Terrible.
Divided into three parts, Communi sts banned the second.
Ei senstein died before conpletion of the third section.
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|. Gogol, Nikolai [Vasilievich] (co+ gahl,
1809- 1852)

“Founder of realisn in Russian literature, focusing on
the sinple, everyday things in life

Expl ored Ukrainian nyths and tales in Vechera na khutore
bliz D kan ki (Evenings on a Farm Near D kanka)
Produced a satirical conmedy, Revizor (The Inspector
Ceneral ), perfornmed in 1836, which unintentionally

of fended N chol as |

Gogol fled the country for 12 years

Publ i shed VWybrannye nesta iz perepski s druz’iam

(Sel ected Passages from Correspondence with Friends),
supporting the czarist regine

Suggested that peasants only be allowed to read the

Bi bl e, thus preventing radical upheaval.

Rebuked, involved in controversy, and saw his works
banned. Served as a focal point by Dostoevsky and his

group

m. Gorky, Makism (GAHR kee, 1868-1936)

Pen name of Al eksei Maksinovi ch Peshkov ( PYAYSH kahf)
Endured poverty and abandonnent yet energed to narrate

t he desperate and unforgiving experiences of the

bour geoi si e

Fai t hfully supported the cause of the Marxist |line, and
continually butted heads with the existing authority

Two early 1900 plays indicated his radical views: Na Dne
(The Lower Depths) and Meshchane (The Petit Bourgeoi s)
Eventual ly arrested, an arrest revoked under pressure
fromthe public, for publishing critical material at his
press

Organi zed the Soviet Witer’s Union and a shelter for
down and out witers

Hel ped to wite the tenets of Socialist Realism

Freedom fearing and regul ati on-m nded comruni sts | ater

di sm ssed Gorky’s romanti ci sm
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n. lvan IV (1530-1584) (Ivan Vasili evich)

Rul ed Russia from 1533-1584

First of the princes from Miuscovy to take on the title of
“czar”

Al so known as “lvan the Terrible”
Struggl ed to squelch the power of the aristocracy

Spent the |ater years of his rule weeding out traitors
and having themput to death, only to be conpelled | ater
to pray for their souls

Accidentally struck his oldest son in a fit of anger,
killing him

Last nonments were spent playing chess

0. Kandinsky, Wasily (kan-Ki NT-skee, 1866-1944)

Artist who favored abstraction, focusing on the
individuality and character of each col or

Educated in | aw and econom cs at the University of
Moscow, he becane a principle player in the avant-garde
nmovenent of Minich

Work culmnated in defining Abstract Expressionism

p. Karamzin, Nikolai [Mikhailovich] (kah-rahm ZYEEN, 1766-
1826)

| naugur ated sentinentalisminto Russian
l[iterature

Well-traveled figure, he nmet with key

i ndi vi dual s across Europe

Captured his experiences in Pis’ ma russkogo
put eshestvenni ka (Letters of a Russian

Travel er)
Al so a historian, energized by experience and
observation, his 12 volunme project: |Istoria

gosudar stva rossii skogo (H story of the Russian
State) remains an essential source and standard
of historical schol arship
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g. Konev, Ivan Stepanovich (1897-1973)

Marshal of the Soviet Union, front conmander in World War
[ 1

Commanded Soviet forces in Eastern Europe after the war
Ri val of WMarshal Zhukov
First Soviet commander to arrive in Berlin in 1945

Wote Sorok Piatyi (1945) and Zapi ski komandui ushchego
frontom 1943-44 (Notes of a Senior Commander at the
Front 1943-44)

r. Kremlin (KREM i n)

Oiginally used, krem, as a
reference to the walled fortress
protecting the nobility,

adm ni stration, and clergy during
medi eval tines

2
QQ;%» « /
Specifically, a citadel in Mdscow which houses and keeps

the central offices of the Russian governnent

Constructed originally in wod, the fortress grew and was
eventually refitted in the fifteenth century by Italian
architects.

A fortress considered to be one of the nost inpressive of
its time, practically inpenetrable to nedi eval assaults

s. Lenin, V[ladimir] I[lyich] (1870-1924)

- Founder and first |eader of Soviet Union
- Hel ped unify Marxi st factions
- Tried to develop only a working cl ass

- Lenin was initially inprisoned and exiled
for his thoughts, returning to Russia in
1900

- Created his major work, What Is to Be Done? (1902), his
revol utionary vanguard and the neans for the working class
to join the socialist revolution

- After the Czar (Nicholas Il) was overthrown he |l ed the
Bol shevi k Revol ution in Cctober 1917
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t. Lermontov, Mikhail (LYAYR mahn-tahf, 1814-1841)

- Romanti c aut hor and poet

- Joi ned the Russian Navy, was assigned to St. Petersburg.
Hi s observances of aristocracy there shaped his play
“Masquer ade” (1935) and novel Princess Liyovskaya (1936)

- Geatly adm red Al exandr Pushkin and wote Death of a Poet
(1837) upon Pushkin’s death

- In 1840 wote the novel A Hero of Qur Tine, poens “Rodina”
and “Mdt herland” in 1841

- Consi dered next to Pushkin the greatest Russian poet of
the 19th century

u. Lomonosov, Mikhail [Vasilievich] (I ah- mah- NAH-sahf, 1711-
1765)

- Russi an poet, scientist and grammari an

- Wote treati ses on physics and
phi | osophy

- Scientific witings published by the
Russi an Acadeny | eading to his becom ng
a professor of chem stry

- Worked on creating colored glass that he used to nake
nmosai ¢ portraits--including Peter the Geat and Battl e of
Pol tawa (1762-64)

- Did works on granmar and neocl assi cal poens such as
“Evening Meditation upon the G eatness of God” 1743,
“Epistle to I.Il. Shuval ov on the Useful ness of 3 ass,” and
two tragedies

v. Mandelshtam, Osip [Emilievich] (mahn-dyil - SHTAHM 1891-
1938)

- Russian poet and literary critic who, rejecting mysticism
and abstraction, used clarity, conpactness and perfection
of form

- Poens first appeared in 1910 in the avant-garde literary
magazi ne Apol | on

- Kanen, 1913, first book of poetry; The Mrning of Acnei sm
1913; Tristia; autobiographical prose, The Noise of Tine,
1925; The Egyptian Stanp, 1928; critical essays On Poetry

- In 1934 exiled for his epigramon Stalin
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- H's fame grew after his wife's nenoirs Hope Agai nst Hope,
1970 and Hope Abandoned, 1974

w. Mayakovsky, Vladimir [Vladiminovich] (mah-yi - KAHF- skee,
1893- 1930)

- Russi an Revol utionary poet and political activist

- Futuristic style with political overtones but on a personal
| evel

- Vi gorous spokesperson for the Comruni st
party

- First lines of poetry witten in solitary
confi nenent when he was inprisoned for
bei ng a Bol shevik in 1909

- Menber of Russian Futurists (avant-garde
art novenent - art free of traditional art

t rappi ngs)

- First witings, “A Slap in the Face of Public Taste,” 1912;
“A Coud in Trousers,” 1915; “The Backbone Flute,” 1916

- Witings turned political - “Ode to Revolution,” 1918; “Left
March,” 1919; “150,000,” 1921; (published anonynously for
t he masses)

- Sought to “depoetize” poetry by using technical |anguage,
crude | anguage, grotesque hyperbol e, declamatory manner

X. Nabokov, Vladimir [Vladimirovich] (nah- BAH kahf, 1899-
1977]

- Russi an- Areri can novel i st

- Style uses literary allusions, clever word ganes and
satirical wt

- Parents were Russian nobility who | ost |ands and fortunes
to Berlin; in 1940 noved to U S

- Russi an novels: Mary, 1926; King, Queen, Knave, 1928; his
best was The G ft, 1937; Invitation to a Beheadi ng, 1938;
English novels include The Real Life of Sebastian Knight,
1941; Bend Sinister, 1947; Lolita (his nost fanous), 1955;

Pale Fire, 1962; Ada or Ardor, 1969
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y. Nijinsky, Vaslaw (nah-zHI N-skee, 1890- 1950)

- Russi an ball et dancer and choreographer

- 1898- 1907 Studied as St. Petersburg’ s Inperial School of
Danci ng

- Joined Mariinsky Theater Inperial Ballet and danced all the
solo, lead roles, being known for his powerful and gracious
t echni que

- Began wor ki ng as choreographer advocating free form

- Works include The Afternoon of a Faune, 1912 and The Rite of

Spring, 1913
- Di agnosed wi th schizophrenia in 1919

z. Pasternak, Boris [Leonidovich] (PAs-tahr-nak, 1890-1960)

- Russi an poet and novelist whose
begi nni ng wor ks addressed | ove and

nat ure
- Begi nni ng book of poens My Sister-
Life, 1922

- In 1936 he began translating fanmous wor ks of Shakespeare
and Johann Wl f gang

- Elected to the Soviet Witer’s Union

- Most famous work is Dr. Zhivago, 1957, criticizing the
Mar xi st Revolution leading to his fall fromthe
governnent’s grace

- I'n 1958 awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature but turned
it down to appease the Soviet governnent

aa. Pushkin, Aleksandr [Sergeevich] (PUHSH kahn, 1799-1837)

- Russi an poet influenced by French Romantici sm

- Most famous work was Ruslan and Lyudm |l a, 1817-1820

- Used Russian folklore in his witings

- Exil ed by the government because of unfavorable views

- Novel Eugen Onegin, 1833; Drama Boris Godunov, 1833; and
“The Tal es of Belkin,” 1831

- Created a new experinmental form of prose and use of
political statements within his work
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ab. Rokossovskii, Konstantin Konstantinovich (1896-

1968)

Mar shal of the Soviet Union, known as a specialist in
nmobi | e operati ons

Survived Red Arny purge

On Stalin’s order, refused to support Polish Hone Arny
during its Aug 1944 Warsaw uprising, |eading to nmassacre
of the Honme Arny by German forces

Despi sed by Pol es when appoi nted Polish m nister of

nati onal defense

Wote nenmoirs (Sol datskii Dolg [A
Soldier’s Duty], 1968) and a Stalingrad
account (Velikai a Pobeda na Vol ge
[Geat Victory on the Vol ga], 1965)

ac. Russian Revolution of 1917

- A two-part revolution: February Revolution - ending of

Czarism and eradi cation of Czar Nicholas Il and his
famly; October Revolution - |ed by Bol shevik | eader
Viadimr Lenin - usurping the newly established
provi si onal governnent |ed by Al eksandr Kerensky (ker-EN
skee)

- Gvil War ensued until 1920
- Revol ution canme about in part because of Czar’s deci sions

concerning Wrld War |, lack of food and supplies, and the
5.5 mllion casualties in the war

ad. Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905)

- Fought because both wanted control over Manchuria and

Kor ea

- Russia woul d not recogni ze Japan’s rights in Korea
- Japan began war by attacking and trapping a Russian fl eet

at Port Arthur (seaport town in NE China) on Feb 8, 1904.
Si gned peace agreenent, Treaty of Portsnouth on Sep 5,
1905. Japan received control of Korea and South Manchuri a
rail way.
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- Japan prevailed at Battle of Tsushim (tsoo-SHEE- nah,
Korea Strait island) and Battle of Mukden ( MuHK-dahn, now
Shenyang of NE Chi na)

- Russia had better firepower but stopped fighting because
of internal civil strife, high officer casualties and
gun/ anmo short age

ae. Stalin, Josef (STAHL-yi n, 1879-1953)

- Sovi et communi st | eader after Lenin

- Attended sem nary to becone an orthodox
priest but becanme interested in politics
and political theories

- Expelled fromsemnnary for politica
t heori es and joi ned the underground
soci al denocratic novenent, neeting
Lenin

- In 1922 he was pronoted to General Secretary of the
Communi st Party

- Had irrevocable differences with Lenin on how to run
Communi sm -uni versal (Lenin) or national (Stalin)

- In 1924 after Lenin’ s death and the exiling of Trotsky
(Lenin’s right hand man), Stalin becane head of the party

- Stalin began policy of “socialismin one country”

- Col l ectivized agriculture and industry through 5- Year
Pl ans

- Set limts to artistic expression--anyone who didn’t
follow his guidelines in any aspect of |life, including
mllions of intellectuals, sentenced to hard | abor in
Si berian concentration canps or executed

af. Stanislavsky, Konstantin (stan-ah- SLAF-skee, 1863-1938)

- Russi an theater director

- Created nethod acting where the actor actually seeks to
“live” the character

- Hel ped establish the Society of Art and Literature

- In 1891 he did his first independent production, from
Tol stoy’s Fruits of Enlightennent

- Along with Vladimr Danchenko, fanous playwight and
director, created the first theater for the people called
Moscow Art Theater in 1898
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ag. Stravinsky, Igor (strah-Vvi NT-skee, 1882-1971) Russian
conposer

- Wanted to be a conposer but parents
sent himto the University of St.
Pet ersburg for | aw

- A chance neeting with N kolai R nsky-
Kor sakov, his nusical nentor led to
private studies with R nsky-Korsakov
in 1903

- I'n 1909 his performance of “Scherzo
Fant astique” inpressed the director of
the Ball ets Russes, Sergei D aghilev

- They began working on various ballets - Firebird, 1910;
Petrushka, 1911; Rite of Spring (this music was
progressive, beginnings of a new nusical era), 1911-13

- He spent many years in Europe and absorbed neocl assi cal
styles and created the pieces “Qedi pus Rex,” 1927 and
“Synphony of Psal ns,” 1930

- Lived in France 1920-39, becomng a naturalized citizen in
1934; settled in the U S. in 1939, becom ng a naturalized
citizen in 1945

- One of the greatest conposers of the 20th century

ah. Tchaikovsky, Pyotr lllich (1840-1893)

Conmposer of synphoni es and synphoni ¢ poens

As a response to his nother’s death, began conposi ng
short nusical pieces

Clerk in mnistry of justices, then took honors at St.
Pet er sburg Conservatory

In 1866 “Synphony #1,” opera “Evgeny Onegin” (1877-78),
“Swan Lake” (1877)

Later years ballets “Sleeping Beauty” (1890),

“Nut cracker” (1892), “Synphony #6 Pat heti que” (1893)

Di sastrous short-lived marriage. Patron Nadezlida
Fil aretovsi a von Meck supported Tchai kovsky until she ran
out of noney three years before her death
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ai. Tolstoy, Leo (1828-1910)

Wote War and Peace and Anna Kareni na
1851 served wth the Russian Arny in
t he Caucasus. Sevastopol Sketches
cane in this period

Rel i gious transformati on persuaded himto interpret the
Sernon on the Mount literally

In 1901 was excommuni cated fromthe Russian Othodox
Church. Advocated a social utopia

Rel i gious beliefs estranged himfromhis famly. 1In
1910, left wth his daughter Al eksandra for a nonastery
in South Russia. Fell ill while on the journey and died
in arailroad station

aj. Trotsky, Leon (1879-1940)

Born Lev Davi dovich Bronstein in Ukrainian town of
Yanovka to well-to-do Jew sh farnmer parents

Exiled to eastern Siberia in 1898 for actions with

revol utionary South Russian Wrkers’ Union

Escaped, becane powerful orator, |ived throughout Europe
(and New York City in 1917), returning to Russia at the
out break of the Revolution

Comm ssar of war, defending internal and external threats
agai nst the Conmuni st regine

Discredited by Stalin in 1925, he lived in a variety of
pl aces, eventually settling in Mexico

Assassi nated by Stalinist agent in 1940

W ot e autobi ography, My Life

ak. Tsvetaeva, Marina [Ilvanovna] (tsvyi- TAHyah-vah, 1892-
1941)

| mportant Russian poet. Opposed Russi an Cct ober

Revol ution (1917), husband fought wth the Wiite Arny
Em grated to Prague, then Paris (1922)
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Back to USSR in 1939, follow ng her daughter. Husband
was i nprisoned and shot, daughter inprisoned.

Deni ed Mbscow apartnment, forced to
survive doing translator work. Only
a single poemfrom Prague
republ i shed i n USSR

Rel ocated to a small town during the
Wrld War Il evacuation of Mscow,
commtting suicide in the isolated
envi r onnent

al. Tukhachevsky, Mikhail Nikolaevich (1893-1937)

Mar shal of Soviet Union, Russian civil war hero, Red Arny
| eader, mlitary theorist and victimof Stalin

O noble status, neverthel ess sided with Bol sheviks in
Cct ober Revol ution

Commanded front armes in the revolution (1918-22) to
eventual |y defeat White Russian forces

Contributed to doctrine of successive operations, deep
battl e and deep operations, chanpioning strategy of
initial “crushing” of eneny to disrupt and confuse
Purged by Stalin in 1937 and posthunously rehabilitated
during Khrushchev’'s de-Stalinization era

am. Turgenev, Ilvan [Sergeevich] (toor- GrAYN-yahf, 1818-

First Russian witer (novelist) to gain fanme in Europe

Left wealthy at the death of his nother, |lived between
Eur opean and Russi an estates

Wote Rudin (1856), A Nest of Gentry (1859), On the Eve
(1860) and Fat hers and Sons (1862)

“At nosphere” rather than *“psychol ogy” his strength
Spent |l ast years of life in France

an. Vasilevskii, Aleksandr Mikhailovich (1895-1977)

Mar shal of the Soviet Union, first Soviet comander of
Hi gh Command of Forces in a Theater of Strategic Mlitary
Operations, and chief of Soviet General Staff
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Son of Russian Orthodox priest

Coordi nated operations at Stalingrad (Nov 1942-Feb 1943)
and during the Battle of Kursk (July 1943)

Forced uncondi ti onal Japanese surrender in Manchuria
(Aug- Sep 1945)

Publ i shed nmenoirs Del o Vsei Zhizhni (A Conplete Life) in
1973

ao. Zhukov, Georgii Konstantinovich (1896-1974)

Consi dered “first anong great captains” of the German-
Soviet front during World War |

Strongly influenced subsequent Sovi et operational and
strategic doctrine

Possessed with a personality giving other mlitary
figures the perception of pride and arrogance though
popul ar with the masses

Underwent two periods of internal persecution and exile,
totaling alnost one-third of his life

Known for iron will and determ nation, personal courage,
and ability to anticipate eneny courses of action
Rut hl ess to those who woul d not execute his orders
Called “the outstanding field commander of World War 11~
(Brassey’s Encycl opedia of Mlitary H story and

Bi ography, p. 1119)
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Review Quiz: Country Area Studies--Russian
Federation

Multiple Choice Priace the letter of the
nost correct answer in the blank provided.

1. The area of the Russian Federation is roughly t hat

of the United State.

a. half
b. tw ce
c. equal to

2 Currently territorial disputes over sone of the Kuri

| sl ands are between the Russi an Federati on and

a. Norway

b. Japan

c. Ukraine
3. Catherine the Geat cane fromoriginal et hni c
st ock

a. Bel orussi an
b. CGernman
c. Cossack

4. Marc Chagall was a twentieth century  of Russian

Jew sh descent.
a. painter

b. conposer
c. anarchi st
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5. The Russi an author of the Brothers Karamazov is
a. Al eksandr Sol zhenitsyn.
b. Fyodor Dostoyevsky.
c. Alfred E. Newman.

6. A Russian artist whose work nost readily defines

a. Pabl o Picasso
b. Wasily Kandi nsky
c. Georgii Zhukov

7. Boris Pasternak wote the novel entitled , his

nmost fanpus worKk.

a. War and Peace
b. Boris Godunov
c. Dr. Zhivago

8. One of the greatest Russian nusical conposers of the

twentieth century is

a. lgor Stravinsky.
b. WIlie Nelson.
c. Georgii Zhukov.

9. The Russi an conposer of the ballets “Sl eeping Beauty”

and “Synphony #6 Pathetique” is
a. Walt Disney

b. Pyotr Illich Tchai kovsky

c. Nadezlida Filaretovsia von Meck

10. Call ed by sone “the outstanding field conmander of
Wrld War 11,” this Russian general, known for his iron wll and
determ nation, |led on the German-Soviet front during World War

1.
a. George Patton

b. Georgii Zhukov
c. Konstantin Rokossovskii
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Resources for Further Study

a. History

El wood, Ral ph Carter, ed. Reconsiderations on the Russian
Revol ution. First International Slavic Conference, Septenber 4-
7, 1974. Al SO - Russi a 947. 084 R311

Publ i cation of original works or papers of sessions at the
I nternational Slavic Conference. Papers include one nan’s
account of the relationship between Lenin and Stalin and
vari ous ot her uni que aspects of Russian interest.

Fi ges, Ol ando. A People’s Tragedy: A History of the Russian
Revol ution. 1st ed. Vi ki ng Penguin: New York, 1997. Al SO -
Russia 947.083 F471

Cont ai ns a conprehensive history of the entire revol utionary
period beginning wwth the early 1890s--the begi nni ng

t houghts of the revolution--up to all the events that

follow, ending at Lenin's death in 1924.

Heyman, Neil M Russian History. MGawH Il Inc.: New York,
1993. AI SO -Russia 947H618
This is a great book. It is easy to read wwth tinme-1Iines
t hroughout the book of inportant historical events. It

doesn’t go into nuch detail but is helpful for genera
know edge of a particul ar area.

Kort, M chael. The Sovi et Col ossus; History and Afternmath. 4th
ed. ME. Sharpe: Arnonk, New York, 1996. AISO -Russia 947K85

Three earlier editions focus on nethodol ogy and hi stori cal
background to the Bol shevi k Revolution. This edition treats
of the establishnment of dictatorship and totalitarism and
the role of each ruler since Stalin.

177



Unit 11: Country Area Studies--Russian Federation

M Ii kov, Paul and Charl es Sei gnobos. Hi story of Russia: The
Successors of Peter the Great; From Catherine | to N chol as |
Vol. Il. Translation by Charles Lam Markmanm  Funk and

Wagnal I s:  New York, 1968. Al SO -Russi a

Cont ai ns great description of the powerful czars begi nning
with the reign of Catherine | and ending with Ni cholas |

Di scusses various policies and governnent institutions czars
i npl enent ed.

Pares, Richard. A H story of Russi a. Al fred A Knopf, Inc.:
New York, 1964. AISO -Russia 947 P228h

G ves an overview of Russian history, beginning with Russia
before it was a formalized nation. Di scusses the
energence of czars and various invasions that occurred

t hroughout its history. Goes into detail of prom nent
figures in Russian history such as Novogorod the G eat,
John the Dread, and Peter the Geat.

Rummel, R J. Lethal Politics: Soviet Genocide and Mass Muirder
Since 1917. Transaction Publishers: New Jersey, 1990. Al SO -
Russi a 947. 084 RO37

This book is not happy reading but it’s very powerful
reading. It | ooks at the mass genoci des that took place in
various parts of Russian controlled areas since 1917.

Tonpki ns, Stuart Ranmsay. The Russian Intelligentsia: Mkers of
the Revolutionary State. U O Gklahoma: Norman, 1957. Al SO -
Russia 947. 08 T662

Gves insight to the intelligentsia class who were ngjor
pl ayers in the revol ution. Al so |l ooks at literature
witten by them and the wonen’s novenent that took place.
The author also wote a previous book, The Russian M nd
(1953), about the growth of the nmenbership that led to
the intelligentsia.

Westwood, J. N Endurance and Endeavor: Russian History, 1812-
1992. 4th ed. Oxford U Press: New York, 1993. Al SO - Russi a
947. 08 Wh38

Det ai | ed and conci se historical chronology of the czars and
rulers for the past 200 years; and the reasons for the many
changes and how traditions still carry on.
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b. Military

Deni kin, Anton I. The Career of a Tsarist Oficer, Menoirs,
1872-1916. M nneapolis: University of Mnnesota Press, 1975.
Bosun, CT 4 E56 D38

Aut hor is recommended by Ft. Leavenworth’s Conbat Studies
Institute. Menoirs of the principal |eader of the Wite
movenent during the Russian Cvil War 1917-1920.

Gigorenko, Petro G Menoirs. New York: Norton and Conpany,
1982. Bosun, CT 7 R53 G/4

Recomended by Ft. Leavenworth’s Conbat Studies Institute.
Aut obi ography of Soviet mlitary general, dissident and
political prisoner, born in 1907. The author’s introductory
note begins, “I have lived a long and conplicated life,

t hrough turbul ent, tenpestuous, and horrible tines. |

w t nessed death, destruction, and awakening...”

Mast nyh, Vojtech. Russia s Road to the Cold War--Di pl onacy,
Warfare, and the Politics of Communi sm 1941-1945. New YorKk:
Col unbia University Press, 1979. Bosun, DK273 . M2

Recomended by Ft. Leavenworth’s Conbat Studies Institute,
this text seeks to determ ne the why and how of the

Anmeri can-Soviet rivalry which is conveyed in the notion the
“Cold War.” It surveys Russia’s |long-term objectives
during and after World War I1.

McNeal , Robert H.  Tsar and Cossack, 1855-1914. New Yor k: St.
Martin's Press, 1987. Bosun, UA 770 M38

Recomended by Ft. Leavenworth’s Conbat Studies Institute.

Menni ng, Bruce W Bayonets Before Bullets--The | nperial Russian
Arny, 1861-1914. Bl oom ngton, Indiana: |Indiana University Press,
1992. Bosun, UA 770 M467

Recomended by Ft. Leavenworth’s Conbat Studies Institute.
“This study traces the organization and mlitary art of the
| mperial Russian Arny through two wars and two phases of the
i ndustrial revolution.”
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Onacewi cz, Wodzimerz. Enpire by Conquest, N nth Century-
1905. Vol. | . Hero Books: Fairfax, VA, 1985. Al SO -Russia
947 058v.1

Di scusses the strategies and configurations of the Russian
Armmy throughout its history. Shows how Russia could remain
a nation after so many invasions.

Si npki n, Richard. Red Arnour: An Exam nation of the Sovi et
Mobi | e Force Concept . Brassey’ s Defense Publishers: Virginia,
1984. Al SO - Russi a 358.18 S612c.1

Looks at MarxismLeninismviews practiced in mlitary life.
G ves differences between Russian and Western mlitary
operations. Presents a different and refreshing way of

| ooki ng at and understandi ng the governnment of Russia during
the Marxist-Lenin era.

The Sovi et War Machine: An Encycl opedia of Russian Mlitary
Equi prent and Strategy. Chartwell Books, Inc., 1976. Al SO -
Russi a 355.00947c. 2

G ves explanations on why and how t he Russi an gover nnent
built up its mlitary for purposes of expansion and

i deol ogy. Shows that Russia’s mlitary nethods are
unusual conpared to Western ways. Filled with great
phot os.

Svechin, Al eksandr A Strategy. M nneapolis: East View
Publ i cations 1992. Bosun, U 162 S9413

Recomended by Ft. Leavenworth’s Conbat Studies Institute.
Essays about and theoretical works of one of Russia’ s npbst
profound mlitary theorists. “To study war between
states...requires a deep understandi ng of other states’
experiences and histories. Svechin’s rich and integrated
approach to this question put himhead and shoul ders above
the rest of his colleagues. For this he paid dearly; first

with his career, and ultimately with his life. It is a sad
fate that he shares with far too many of Russian’s best and
brightest.”

180



Unit 11: Country Area Studies--Russian Federation

Wandycz, Piotr S. The Price of Freedom-A H story of East
Central Europe fromthe Mddle Ages to the Present. New YorKk:
Rout | edge, 1993. Bosun, DJK 38 \WB6

Recomended by Ft. Leavenworth’s Conbat Studies Institute.
This work gives a conparative regional history of Pol and,
Bohem a/ Czech Republic and Hungary from nedi eval origins to
t he post-Comruni st present.

c. Biographies, novels, literature

Carr, Edward Hallett. Dostoevsky, 1821-1881. Unwin Ltd.:
London, 1962. AI SO -Russia 92D724c.

A bi ography of all the tragic events that occurred
t hroughout this great author’s life and what influenced his
writings.

Cl ark, Katerine. The Soviet Novel: History as Ritual. U
Press Chi cago: Chicago, 1985. Al SO - Russia 891.73409 (593

| nstead of studying the great authors in opposition to the
political oppression of the governnment, author |ooks at the

Sovi et Soci alist Realist authors. Clark studies how the
witings of those working for the governnent affected
soci ety.

Dost oevsky, Fyodor. The Ganbler; with Polina Suslova s Diary.
Transl ation by Victor Terras. Edward \Wsi ol ek, Ed. u o
Chi cago Press: Chicago, 1972. Al SO -Russia 891.73 D724g
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G eb Struve, ed. Russian Stories: A Dual Language Book. Dover
Publications, Inc.: New York, 1961. AISO -Russia 891. 7301
R969c. 2

| f your Russian is good you can read these stories in
Russian, if not the English translation of the stories are
on the next page. The book contains 12 short stories

by authors such as Pushkin, Gogol, Tolstoy and other well -
known writers.

Rot hber g, Abraham Al exsandr Sol zhenitsyn: The Maj or Novel s.
Cornell U. Press: Ithaca, Ny, 1971. Al SO -Russia 891.73
S692zd

Rot hberg | ooks at inportant events that occurred in
Sol zhenitsyn’s life hel ping shape himinto the superb witer

he becane. Aut hor studies the major novel s and gives
insight into what was taking place in Sol zhenitsyn's life at
the tine.

Scammel |, Mchael. Sol zhenitsyn: A Biography. W W Norton
Co.: New York, 1984. Al SO - Russia 92S692s

Bi ography on the controversial Sol zhenitsyn. He once was
an idolized and prized witer of Russia but later was
considered a “corrupt self-seeker” by the Russian

gover nnment . Scammel | tries to explain why in this volune.

Sol oviev, Mkhail. Wen the Gods Are Silent. Translation by
Harry C. Stevens. David McKay Co., Inc.: New York, 1952.
Al SO -Russia 891.73 S689n

A novel

Sol zheni t syn, Al exander. The Gul ag Archi pel ago, 1918-1956: An

Experinent in Literary Investigation |-11. Transl ati on by
Thomas P. Wiitney. Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.: Geat
Britain, 1974. Al SO - Russi a 891.73 S692 1-11c.3

Sol zhenitsyn created this book after being inprisoned under
Stalin"s rule. Chronicles the reality of politica
oppressi on and personal suffering throughout Soviet history.
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Tol stoy, Alexandra L. A Life of My Father. Transl ation by
El i zabet h Reynol ds Hapgood. Nor dl and Publ i shing Co.:
Massachusetts, 1975. Al SO - Russia 92 T654a

Witten by Tol stoy’ s daughter. Her intent was to
show the world that his works were for all of humanity.
She wants the world to see what “a kind, sensitive, and
i nspiring” man he was.

Vol kov, Sol onon. Testinony: The Menoirs of Dmtri
Shost akovi ch. Li mel i ght Editions: New Yor k, 1984. Al SO- -
Russia 92 S561

Many authors get credit for standing up agai nst the Soviet
regi me through their books, but here is a nusician who wote
his music to synbolize the cruelty of the rulers and the

harsh lives of the people. H s nusic was eventual | y banned
by the governnent. Vol kov | ooks into the life of this
patriot.

d. Art, paintings and icons

Art Treasures of Mdscow Miseuns. Sovet sky Khudozhni k,
Publ i shi ng: Moscow, 1980. Al SO -Russia 709.47 A784

A collection of paintings and art pieces of fanbus Russi ans
and ot her Europeans in Russia's Miuseuns. Full of beautiful
col or phot ogr aphs.

Ki ri chenko, Evgenia. Russian Design and the Fine Arts, 1750-
1917. Compi | ed by M khail Anikst. Harry N. Abrans, Inc.: New
York, 1991. 709.47 K58

Hi story behind the devel opnent of Russian art. Begins with
the 18th century, goes into the Byzantine style, and
finally, into the neo-Russian style of the late 19th
century. Wonderful pictures and detail ed descriptions.
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Qupensky, Leonid and VIladimr Lossky. The Meaning of |cons.
Translation G H Palnmer and E. Kadl oubovsky. St. Vladiner’s
Sem nary Press: New York, 1983. 704.948 4

Looks at the art of icons not just for the pictures they
portray, but also for the inportance of their spirituality.
Al so delves into the history behind the styles of icons.

e. Religion
Davi s, Nat hani el . A Long Wal k to Church: A Contenporary
Hi story of Russian Ot hodoxy. Westview Press, Inc.: Boul der,

1995. Al SO - Russi a 281.947-0904 D256

Focuses on the struggles the Russian Church had to go
through with an atheistic governnent in power; and how this
persecution affected the lives of the common people who are
deeply tied to the church.

Fedotov, G P. The Russian Religious Mnd. Vol. | Harvard U
Press: Canbridge, 1946. AlSO - Russia 281.9 F294v.1

Traces the workings of the Russian religion frompre-
Christian paganismto the religious Byzantiumthat
introduced religion to Russia. Also discusses ritualism
notifs, and icons that devel oped along wth the religion.

Fedot ov, GCeorge P. A Treasury of Russian Spirituality. Vol. |
Nor | and Publishing Co.: Belnont, MA 1975. Al SO -Russia 281.9
F294t

II'lustrates the beginnings of the Russian Othodox Church
along with the nen and saints who helped to carry on its
tradition. A l ot of good historical background for better
under st andi ng Ot hodoxy.
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f. Music, food, education

Law, David A Russian Civilization. U O Mssouri Press:
Rol | a, 1975. Al SO -Russia 947 L415

Contains a brief geographical and historical background for
conprehensi on of the Russian people. Looks at the

i nfl uence Communi st literature and phil osophy have had on
people in recent years.

Papashvily, Helen and George. Russian Cooki ng. Tinme-Life
Books: Al exandria, VA, 1969. Al SO -Russia 641.5 P213

Great book full of delicious recipes. It also gives brief
stories about when, why and how t hese di shes cane about, and
on what occasions to nmake them

Renenni kov, Y. Zhi hsov, and V. Gbukhov. The USSR: Educati on,
Sci ence, and Cul ture. Transl ati on by I nna Medova. Progress
Publ i shers: Mscow, 1978. Al SO -Russia 370 R386

General information and statistics on education, science,
and culture. The information is a little dated, but still a
useful tool

Schwarz, Boris. Misic and Musical Life in Soviet Russia:
Enl arged Edition, 1917-1981. I ndi ana U. Press: Bl oom ngton,
1983. Al SO - Russi a 780.947 S399

The mnusi cians during the tinme of Conmuni sm nmade their nusic
to serve and extol the revolution. Many tinmes their nusic
was banned by the governnent because of its |liberal and free
spirit. Schwarz delves into this and treats of conposers
who made the greatest inpact.
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Vol ol ch, Anne. The Art of Russi an Cui si ne. MacM | | an
Publ i shing Co.: New York, 1983. Al SO -Russia 641.5 V929

A book full of delicious recipes. What ever your favorite
you'll find it here.

Zaitsev, lgor. Soviet Rock: 25 Years in the Underground Plus 5
Years of Freedom Progress Publishers: Mscow, 1990. Al SO -
Russia 780.89 S729

Expl ai ns the devel opnent of “rock-n-roll” in Russia
especially when nmuch of it was banned by the governnent.
Descri bes how rock expl oded throughout Russia in the 1980s.

“Make a difference. The time each of us is ‘in charge’ is short.
By | eaving things better than they were, you wll be nmaking
history...”

General John A Wckham Jr.
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